2025 Chair’s Annual Report
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NJ ACS hosted an incredibly successful mid-Atlantic regional meeting largely due to
the effective leadership of Cecilia Marzabadi and the MARM planning board. The
meeting was held at Seton Hall University from May 28" through May 31 and was
attended by > 650 attendees. The theme for this meeting was celebrating 100 Years
of the NJACS. Arange of technical, professional, and social programming was
available for attendees. The NJ ACS was also proud to host Nobel Laureate, Morten
Meldal, for the meeting’s plenary address on “Chemistry is Everything: presented
through the journey of molecular click adventures.” His talk was followed by a
reception to celebrate the 100" anniversary of the section.
The NJ ACS celebrated National Chemistry Week (NCW) with our annual ChemExpo
event in collaboration with Liberty Science Center. The event was a resounding
success wherein more than 1000 children were able to visit and participate in
demonstrations highlighting “The Hidden Life of Spices.” More than 90 volunteers
participated in this event with academic teams from 7 colleges and 2 high schools
participating in the demonstration contests.
The NJ ACS held a third-generation strategic planning retreat on September 12/13"
at Fairleigh Dickinson University to reenergize our leadership and align on our 5-year
strategic plan. The retreat was attended by 1 section members representing the
various aspects of our section, including our topical groups, board of trustees,
committee leaders, and past chairs. The team aligned on 3 high-level goals to
ensure the continued success of our local section, including the following:
a) Increase membership and engagement through enhanced programming
activities
b) Strengthening community connection by inspiring curiosity and appreciation for
science among the public
c) Redefine our governance and support structures to ensure organizational
effectiveness and the sustainability of our section
The NJ ACS continued its long-standing tradition of providing stellar programming
for the local scientific community in North Jersey. NJ ACS engaged in programming
through its topical groups (Mass Spectrometry Discussion Group, North Jersey
Chromatography Group, Organic Topical Group, and NR Topical Group) and
communities (YCC and WCC) leading to a total of 21 engaging events throughout
2025. Iwas incredibly impressed by the engagement of ur topical group and
committee chairs this year. Their ability to support one another via knowledge
sharing, advertising, and attendance was certainly a pleasure to witness as chair.
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The NJ ACS engaged in a highly successful Chemistry Olympiad in 2025, wherein471
local students were supported. The coordinators from NJ ACS also took the
opportunity to provide proactive feedback on the Chemistry Olympiad process to
ACS national to ensure even greater success in future years. Lastly, | was incredibly
proud to see the NJ ACS 2024 Chemistry Olympiad organizers recognized with a
ChemLuminary award at the fall meeting.

NJ ACS continued to participate in Project SEED and is happy to report that
seventeen students participated in the 8-week program in 2025. The program
culminated in the annual poster presentation on August 14" at Seton Hall
University. Students were given certificates and the Reverand Gerald Buonopane,
Ph.D., Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry at Seton Hall University was
recognized for his years of mentoring students in the Project SEED Program.

Another feature of the evening was the presentation of the NJACS Pro Bono Award to
Professor Frieder Jaekle, Ph.D., Department of Chemistry, Rutgers, Newark for his
mentorship and promotion of the Project SEED Program. This year national Project
SEED Committee offered travel grants to students to present their research at the
National Meeting in Washington, D.C., on August 18. Seven students from our
program attended.

The section continued to be active in various smaller community-oriented outreach
events, including our longstanding tradition of exhibiting at Edison Day in West
Orange, NJ. Additionally, the NJ ACS continued to support science fairs aimed at
exciting the next generation of scientists. Efforts in this area included participation
as judges in the Terra North Jersey Science Fair and organization of the Fair for
Emerging Researchers.

The NJACS had a notable presence at the Fall National Meeting in Washington, D.C.
where the team participated in the Local Section Showcase. In this event, the NJ
ACS took the opportunity to survey various other local sections concerning the
innovative strategies to increase membership and engagement in their sections.
Additionally the section engaged in some fun activities to promote chemistry, by
making custom chemistry-themed buttons. The buttons proved to be a hit with
attendees and drove considerable traffic to the NJ ACS table for our survey.

Marilyn (Bobbi) Gorman was selected as an ACS Fellow in 2025! For her
contributions to the Science/Profession, Bobbi has been recognized for excellence
in teaching, exceptional mentoring of youths and adults, and engaging in programs
that enrich their learning both inside and outside the classroom. The sectionis
incredibly excited to have Bobbi acknowledged for her dedication to Outreach and
Chemistry.



